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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
In the great chaotic Bocial disorder of today, many
social disorders can be traced back directly or indirectly
to some Juvenile delinquent.

For ages society has made various

attempts to cope with this problem, but it has not been very
successful up to date.

Various theories and other practical

suggestions were advanced to curb delinquency, but the meth¬
ods used were not of much value.

This problem must be studied

from a scientific point of view before any real Improvements
in juvenile delinquency can be accomplished.

The potential

criminals of tomorrow are the Juvenile delinquents of today.
The methods which we use today to curb delinquency or give aid
to the delinquent child will no doubt help the social order by
eliminating or rather curbing criminality to a great extent.
Therefore it is of great importance to the social xforld to find
methods that will lead us in the right direction in solving
this great social problem.
(1) Heed for the Study of Juvenile Delinquency:

In our

large cities, there is each year about one and one-half per
cent of the children of Juvenile court age brought before the
court.1

Having this large percentage, we must realize the

seriousness of the problem and really do something to curtail
It.

This can only he done through careful study and analysis

of these delinquent children.

By etudylng their home condi¬

tion, parentage, education, recreation, physical and mental
1. Furley, Paul H. Social Problems of Childhood, p.86.

condition in relation to Juvenile delinquency, we should be
able to get on the right track to solving this problem.
(2) Importance of Symptoms in Relation to Juvenile
Delinquency;

3ymptoms of Juvenile delinquency are Important

to the magistrate or Judge who is to pass Judgment on the
case, but to some students of Juvenile delinquency the symptom
is not as Important as the underlying factor.

I must admit,

however, that to most of the magistrates or Judges the symptom
is the most important thing because without it they would not
be able to make their decisions.

It Is a pity, however, that

there are so many magistrates or Judges, probation officers,
social workers and even school teachers that pay little or
no attention to the problem of Juvenile delinquency outside
the symptom and the punishment to be administered.

If these

individuals who pass Judgment or have anything to do with it
directly or Indirectly could be better educated in the under¬
standing of this problem, Juvenile delinquency would certain¬
ly decrease.
(3) Importance of Causes in Relation to Juvenile
Delinquency:

The cause of Juvenile delinquency is the under¬

lying motive for this study.

"With moral disorders as with

physical, we must find not symptoms but causes.
causes have been discovered can cures be advised.

Not before
This in¬

dicates that onoe we understand the cause of delinquency,
proper solution to the individual case can be reached.

It Is

estimated that a large number of Juvenile delinquents are of

2. Burt, Cyril The Young Delinquent^ p. 6^3.
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normal or superior Intelligence.3

Why then In this modem

civilization, which prides Itself with Its efficiency, should
such a condition exl3tv

Why have not more critical studies

been made and solutions advanced In dealing with the young
delinquent and the cause that forced him Into crime?

It is

Incredible with the progress that has taken place in our time,
that the problem of the cause of the young delinquent has been
so sadly neglected and ignored.
(4) School and Delinquency:

Burt, in his study on de¬

linquency, found that defective discipline and defective
family relationship were both much more frequent in his de¬
linquent group than among the others.Realizing the serious¬
ness of his findings, there must be a closer cooperation be¬
tween the school and the home.

By this I mean that each

teacher should know the environment of each child in her class¬

room and should visit the home of each disciplinary child if
it is necessary.

In this way she will be able to understand

the unstable and unadjusted child and attempt to remedy the

situation.

I am cognizant of the fact that it is not the pri¬

mary objective of the teacher to do this, but if tnic »»ill curtail delinquency,

I am in favor of this method.

Usually the

teacher ignores or pays very little attention to such a child.
Where the home really falls, the school should not.

If this

could be realized, many children of normal or better intelli¬
gence who are somewhat unstable and unadjusted would not be3. Heely, William Delinquents and Criminals^ pp.1^9-163.
4. Burt, Cyril The Younp; Delinquent, p.643.

- 5 come delinquents.

’.That a publlo and sooial servloe the teach¬

ers would really perform, if through their understanding of
potential delinquents, they could help them by preventing the
dreaded term of “delinquent children" being placed beside their
names i
(5) This Study:

Through my work for five years in the

social and recreational fields and coming in contaot with many
adjudged delinquents, I became greatly interested in the causes
and the prevention of delinquency.

In this study I will en¬

deavor to discover the probable causes of Juvenile delinquency
among the normal intelligent children and, from the conclusions
of this study, propose some suggestions that may be useful in
curtailing this social problem.

To accomplish this I have com¬

piled the intelligence quotients, achievements, and short case
histories of forty-five delinquent boys that were committed to
the Hampden County Training School at Feeding Hills, llassachuS©118 .
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BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
The Importance of this study cannot be appreciated un¬
less one is acquainted with Juvenile delinquency and its re¬
lation to the social order.

Therefore, to understand the

problem today, we must have some knowledge of the views and
methods dealing with Juvenile delinquency during the past few
centuries.

It will suffice to deal with this problem from the

early colonial period in the United States to the present.
(1) Classical School of Penology of the Seventeenth
Century:

In the early colonial period the colonists adhered

to the theories of Beccaria and other writers of the Seven¬
teenth Century.

Beccaria and the writers of this era founded

what was known as the "Classical School of Penology".

It was

their belief that an individual commits a crime only to secure
some possible advantage.

According to this theory, there was

no distinction between an adult criminal and a Juvenile crimi¬
nal.

To curtail or suppress crime, the community was obliged

to attach such penalties that would outweigh any possible ad¬
vantage to be received from the crime committed.

It was their

opinion that the offender would choose the path of least re¬
sistance.

After weighing the advantages that would be receiv¬

ed from a crime and the heavy penalties which would be adminis¬
tered,

every potential criminal would shun crime.

Beccaria and

his followers were thoroughly convinced that this method would
prevent and alraoBt obliterate crime.

Mo matter how crude this

method may appear. It wae an honest attempt to prevent and

curtail crime In the Seventeenth Century.
(2) Eighteenth Century henolopy:

Practically the same

theories and methods prevailed during this century In deal¬
ing with crime.

It was modified, however, because for the

first time the heavy penalties did not entirely apply among
some children and recognized idiots.

This Is a significant

point in this study of Juvenile delinquency because it is the
first time that certain children and idiots did not come under
the heavy penalty that was attached to crime.

This is the

only important factor in Juvenile delinquency during this
century as far as this study is concerned.

"But in general

Eighteenth Century penology was based on the naive assumption
that crimes were committed after deliberate weighing of the
possible good and bad effect.
(3) Sounder Views in the Nineteenth Century:

At the be¬

ginning of the Nineteenth Century, particularly concerning
children,
modified*

the views on crime and punishment begin to be
Gradually society realized that the problems pre¬

sented by Juvenile offenders were quite different from those
of adults.

Changes in the methods used had to be made and a

more humane treatment of Juvenile offenders established.

The

theories of Beooarla and his followers began to be greatly
modified and later were discarded.
With these changes In the views concerning Juvenile of¬
fenders, there came a feeling that separate institutions

5. Furfey, Faul H. Social Problems of Childhood, P-39-
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should be founded for them.

The first one was established

In 1324 In New York City and one In Philadelphia In 1325.
Before the end of the Nineteenth Century,

the United States

Bureau of Education reported 33 suoh Institutions In the
United States.

With the coming of these Institutions for

Juvenile offenders, various states began to enact special
legislation to deal with the delinquents.

It began to be

realized that the young delinquent was a more complex prob¬
lem than he was thought to be In the past.

Special institu¬

tions and special legislation had to be enacted to deal vrith
this problem.

One of the most significant developments

during this century was the appointing of John Augustus in
13^9 as an informal probation officer in the Boston courts.
Out of this move the first probation law was passed in Massa¬
chusetts.

This, however, did not take place until 1373.

It

was not until 1399 that similar legislation was enacted by
any other state.
During this century another theory concerning criminality
became prominent.

In 1376, Lombroso published his theory

which was accepted by many noted scholars.
"L’Uomo Delinquente"

(The Criminal),

This publication,

claimed that the crimi¬

nal is a subhuman anthropological freak and the anatomy so
marked that in appearance he could be distinguished from a
non-orimlnal.

By hie nature alone, the Individual was doomed

to a criminal career.

The most significant point of this

theory Is that It, for the first time, presented a serious
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and scientific approach to the study of the criminal.

Sinoe

the theory has been discarded in general, we must be Indebted
to Lotnbroso for giving us the first scientific method in deal¬
ing with this problem.

It aoeraa incredible that some scien¬

tific method was not used long before;

nevertheless, it is a

fact that only sixty-five years ago it was first used in the
study of criminal offenders.
(4-) Juvenile Court:

With the realization that the young

offender presents a special problem,
clusion that special courts,
be provided for him.

society came to the con¬

institutions and treatments must

Prom this feeling we have a strong

movement for a Juvenile court.

Into this court only young

delinquents are brought and specialized treatment or special¬
ized penalty is administered.

"This reflects a theory quite

different from the criminology of the last century.

In the

traditional court the point was to establish the guilt or
innooence of the offender and in case of guilt to apply punish¬
ment prescribed by statute.

In the new socialized court the

emphasis is shifted from the offense to the offender."^ In
the new court the punishment is to fit the offender, while in
the old one the punishment is to fit the crime.

"Realising

as we do the complex nature of the motivation which leads to
misconduct,

the logical answer is a court like the juvenile

court in which the Individual delinquent is carefully studied
and then all the resources of the community are applied to the

6.

Furfey, Paul H. Social Problems of Childhood, pp.92-93*
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solutloh of this

problem.M(

After the establishing of the Juvenile court, the
students of the problem of Juvenile delinquency thought
that they finally had found a solution in curbing or
eliminating this serious social problem.

Very much to

their surprise, the number of offenders remained about the
same.

The problem is becoming more serious every day.

There is no doubt that the Juvenile court lias done a great
deal for the young offenders, but it has not done what the
advocates of it expected.

There is more to this problem

than to administer sound advice, probation and placement
in an institution purposely established for them.

This

problem must be dealt with before the child really becomes
a delinquent.

In other words, the cause should be studied

and an attempt made to eliminate it.

At present, the

Juvenile court deals primarily with the symptom and not
with the cause.
i

(5) Delinquents:

William Healy in his book "Delin¬

quents and Criminals" presents an excellent study of this
problem.

He and his associates studied 4,000 offenders in

two large cities, namely, Chicago and Boston.

The various

phases that they studied and compiled were the age groups,
heredity,

number of delinquents in the family, nationality,

religion, home conditions and family relationships, physi¬
cal conditions, harmful physical habits, mental status and
conditions direotly causative of delinquency.

7. Furfey, Paul H. Social Problems of Childhood* p.105.
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A significant point in the age group is that the
tendency for misconduct begins very early.

Then from the

ages of nine or ten it rapidly increases into the Btate of
delinquency.

As far as heredity is concerned, Healy main¬

tains that it was very difficult to interpret the possible
relationship of heredity to delinquency because of various
environmental conditions that had to be dealt with in re¬
lation to biological inheritance.

The size of the family

in relation to delinquency showed nothing of marked causa¬
tive significance,

nationality and religion were of no

great importance.
Home conditions and family relationship with delin¬
quency show a great significance.

In the economic level

of 675 cases tested, we find that there is only 5# desti¬
tution, 22poverty, 35$ normal,

comfort, and

luxury.

Tills shows that the economic level does not play a promi¬
nent part in the causation of delinquency.

Parental re¬

lationships which covers the broken homes, one parent, no
parent, etc.,

seems to be of great importance because this

study shows that broken home conditions exist more often
in the background of delinquency than is typical of the
general population.

Parental neglect or lack of control

and bad influence in family life are also very signifi¬
cant because the lack of discipline and lack of respect in
family life lead to lack of respect for law and society in

g. Healy, William Delinquents and Criminals, P-255-
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general.

The number* of delinquents is very small where

good home life prevails.
Physical condition in relation to dellnauency is of
minor Importance.

Healy in his study finds that physical

condition of delinquents does not vary much from the normal
physical condition of the general publlo.
in hi6 work,

William £. Carter,

"Physical Findings in Problem Children," also

finds that the physical causes were of minor importance.9
Harmful physical habits also show very little significance
in the study.

In connection with mental status of the 675

offenders tested, Healy shows that 532 or 79/^ were of nor¬
mal intelligence, 10# or 16# were feebleminded, and 35 or
were psychotic.

This shows that all of the offenders

are not low in intelligence,

since almost #0)6 of them have

a nomal or a superior intelligence.
After drawing up the conclusions, Healy stated that
“from statistics of conditions and make-up of offenders we
find little satisfactory explanation of delinquency.

It is

clear that there are many factors that are not so easily
enumerated, particularly concerning inner mental life (atti¬
tudes,

stabilities, ideas, urges),

concerning the subtler

influences of companionship and various features of environ¬
mental conditions—these can only be disclosed ana enumerat¬
ed through careful study of what has initiated and continued

9. Carter, W. £• Physical Findings in Problem Children,
Rental Hygiene, January, i$Ho.
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the Individual In the ways of delinquency."10
After studying the various aspects of 4,000 delin¬
quent boys and girls, Healy continued with hla study and
compiled data concerning their offenses and whether or not
the Juvenile court, the institutions for Juvenile delin¬
quents, and the specialized treatments aided the offenders.
The conclusions that he gathered from his data were not
favorable,

for he writes,

"The long array of data gathered

in this book offers convincing evidence that the treatment
of Juvenile delinquency by some prevailing methods is fol¬
lowed by an amount and extremity of failure that is appal¬
ling.

Tracing the lives of several hundred youthful re¬

peated offenders studied long ago by us and treated by or¬
dinary so-called correctional methods reveals much repeti¬
tion of offence.

This is represented by the astonishing

figures of 6l# failures for males (15^ being professional
criminals and 5# having committed homicide), and 46/1 fail¬
ures for girls (19$ being prostitutes).
of 675 shows 55# failure.

The whole group

Thus in over one-half the cases

in this particular series Juvenile delinquency has con¬
tinued into careers of vice and crime."* 11
clusions,

From these con¬

one can easily gather that the v/hole system or

method of dealing with the Juvenile delinquent must be al¬
tered.

If the results of the Juvenile court, probations,

10. Healy, William Delinquents and Criminals, P*2°9*
11. Healy, William Delinquents and Criminals, p.201.
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Institutions for Juveniles and specialized treatment are
so appalling, there must be another way to deal with this
problem so that better results may be obtained.
Recently there lias been an interesting study con¬
ducted by Simon M. Tulchin concerning intelligence and its
relation to crime.

He studied 10,413 Individuals who ware

committed to J&ils and reformatories in the State of Illinois.
i

The conclusion tii&t he reached in his work,

"Intelligence

and Crime", was tliat intelligence or lack of it does not ex¬
plain why &n Individual becomes a criminal.

He, however,

concluded that in selecting the type of a crime as a spe¬
cialty, intelligence was the determining factor.

In rank¬

ing the various types of crime with the intelligence quo¬
tient, he found that the native white inmates of superior
intelligence selected fraud most commonly for their crime
and the inmates with low intelligence were sex offenders,
thieves and murderers.

From hi a data he also points out

the fallacy of the generally accepted notion that the hab¬
itual offender is not as Intelligent as the firsu of lender.
He goes as far as to state that criminals are not any more
feebleminded nor even inferior in their Intelligence than
the general public.
In 19^0 a new theory on criminality was advanced by
Professor Sheldon G-lueck of Harvard and his wife, dleanor
Glueck.

After studying one thousand delinquent boys

or a

period of fifteen years, they came to a conclusion that
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criminality has a life span.

Their opinion is that a de¬

linquent ie immature to a certain degree and, after a cer¬
tain phase of maturity is reached by the delinquent,
adaptation becomes less difficult.

soolal

To them the present

method of dealing with delinquent boys seems unscientific
and ratlier antiquated.

It seems that through the present

method v/6 only have probations,

fines,

commitments, paroles,

etc., until the record of each delinquent is incredible.
What they would suggest to remedy the problem is an experi¬
mentation in hastening tlie maturity process through other
correctional methods that as yet have not been attempted.
By hastening maturity in the delinquents, they believe the
offenders will be able to adapt themselves sooner to their
environments and the long records beside their names can be
prevented.

They have compiled eleven various tables on tills

subject and from these they claim they can accurately pre¬
dict fifteen years hence the chance of a delinquent boy re¬
forming after appearing before the Juvenile court judge and
after the sentence lias been passed.
(6)

Summary:

The concensus of opinion of the various

writers and students on the method of dealing with delin¬
quents is not favorable.

Although the problem of young de-

llnquents wae recognized ae a different one from adult of¬
fenders and various legislation, treatment and special in¬
stitutions founded, the fact remains that this has not

remedied the problem.

It must be granted that these reforms
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are leading up to better ones, but before the solution Is
reached more study and experimentation must take place.
From all the literature on this problem that was available,
there was only one theory advanced to deal with this serious
social problem.

Other writers have reached concluelons from

their tabulations of their respective studies that the pre¬
sent method of dealing with delinquency is not the solution.
What really is the answer to this serious question?

Why

have all the reforms that have been Instituted and recog¬
nition of various differences among offenders failed in
reaching a proper solution to this problem?

What should

be done with potential delinquents and the delinquents?
What is the underlying cause of delinquency?

All of these

questions I will attempt to answer to the best of my ability
from the facts that I have compiled in this study.

THhl PROCEDURE

CHAPTER III
THE PROCEDURE

Th« purpose or this study Is to discover the probable
causes of Juvenile delinquency and the method of curbing
It.
(1) Problems

A. comparison of delinquent and non-delin¬

quent children In such things as intelligence, achievement,
environment, etc., In an attempt to discover differences
and probable o&usee of delinquency.
(2) Locality of the Study;

The study was made at the

Hampden County Training School at feeding Hills, Maosachueette.

Only boys under sixteen years of age, who are com¬

mitted by district courts, are admitted to this school.
(3) Subjects;
quent boys was made.

A study of forty-five Juvenile delin¬
These boys were committed by various

Judges of the district courts in the western section of the
state of Massachusetts to the Hampden County Training School
at Feeding Kills.
(4) Material;

The measurement of the Intelligence quo¬

tient of each boy was obtained through the Stanford ivevlaion
of the Blnet-Oiaon test.

The achievement of each boy was

obtained through the Hew Stanford Achievement test.
these teste have a high reliability coefficient.

Both of

In each

ease studied, a case-history compiled by a competent state
doctor and social worker was available.

Beside the Intelli¬

gence quotient and achievement, the case-histories Included
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the following phases:

environmental, nodal and conduct
*

histories, medical histories, physical examinations, school
histories and psychiatric examinations.
(3) Procedure*

First, it was necessary to get permis¬

sion to obtain the information desired.

After meeting and

explaining the purpose of the study of delinquent boys to
Mr. Charles W* Bray, the Chairman of the Hampden County Com¬
mission, I was fortunate in getting permission from the Com¬
mission to study the records and data of the delinquent boys
at the Hampden County Training School*

on ay numerous visits

to this institution. Hr* Herrick, Superintendent of the
school, gave me all the assistance that I needed.

He made

all records of the boys available to me, discussed with ms
the most interesting and unusual oases and the progress of
each boy at the Institution.

Through his generous coopera¬

tion, I was able to compile all the information that I need¬
ed for this study.
Through the environmental, social and conduct histories
of these boys, I gathered the information concerning the
family, else of the family, number of delinquents In ths
family, economic condition of each family, religion, recrea¬
tion and other phases that were important in each Individual
case.
Medical histories showed the various diseases and slchnesses that were In the family and with which the delinquent
bora were Inflicted or from whloh they had suffered.

-
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Physical examination was given to all of these de¬
linquent boys.

The records showed their height, weight

and general physical condition.
School histories explained the boys* behavior and
general conduct in the various classrooms and also made
known the number of schools attended and the number of
grades repeated.
School examination or school achievement waB obtained
through the Kew Stanford Achievement teat.

Mainly the

grades in reading, writing, language, geography and arith¬
metic were obtained by means of this test.
Psychometric ratings or intelligence quotients were
obtained by administering the Stanford Revision of the LinetSimon test to each boy.
Psychiatric examinations were also given to all the de¬
linquent boys at this institution.

From this data many

valuable and interesting conclusions were gathered.
From all the data that was available and with the co¬
operation and assistance of the superintendent of the insti¬
tution, I was able to gather all the iniormation.

^he re¬

sults of this study are found in the following chapters.

DESCRIPTION OF DATA
INTELLIGENCE

IHTSLLIOSHCM
Xa the previous chapters I have given a general intro¬
duction to this study, a short history of the background
leading up to this work, and the procedure that I have used
in conducting this study.

It is very important in the stuiy

of delinquency that some means of testing the intelligence
of the subjects be used.

We must find their Intelligence

quotients before any other phase of the study can be under¬
taken.

In order to obtain this, a good objective test must

bo administered.

Before any test is selected for this

study, however, we must take into consideration Just what
type of intelligence we are seeking.

Many psychologists

agree that there are three different types of Intelligence,
namely, abstract intelligence, concrete Intelligence, and
social intelligence,

the abstract Intelligence shows the

ability to respond to various symbols such as words, letter#,
numbers, etc..

The concrete intelligence shows our ability

to respond to concrete objects.

It is the ability to compre¬

hend concrete situations and to react to them adequately.
The social intelligence is the ability to understand and
react adequately to persons.

This type of intelligence lu

very difficult to measure and as far as I know there has not
been as yet a reliable separate soale established for it.
The type of intelligence considered in this study of delin¬
quents is the abstract one.

-
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U) Individual and uroup Teits:
may be Individual or group.

Intelligence teete

There io no doubt that the

Individual test Is the more reliable and the more difficult
to administer.

One must, therefore! liave special training

In administering the Individual teat properly.

An exper¬

ienced psychologist in testing an individual may find
through observation much more than the mental age which the
test will show.

Through this observation he can determine

in part the character and the personality of the person
tested.

This can be accomplished only by an experienced

psychologist.

Although most of the group tests are reliable

in obtaining the intelligence quotients of the persons test¬
ed, there are certain things lacking in these teats that the
individual tests have.

In group testing, the examiner ex¬

plains the directions to the group and usually times the
whole procedure.

In individual testing the examiner lias a

closer contact with the person tested and no definite limit
on time 1b set.

In tills type of test emotional disturbances

can be better controlled because a well qualified examiner
can observe certain reactions in the person and act accord¬
ingly.

He can divert the individual's attention from the

test to some

r personal affair and in this way obtain a

normal or unemotional reaction from the one tested.

In

group testing# this is not provable*
(2) Individual Test Administered:

One can readily see

why an individual test was used to obtain the intelligence
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quotients of the delinquent boyB tected in this study.
Fortunately the test was administered by competent and ex¬
perienced examiners so that very reliable intelligence quo¬
tients were obtained.

The individual test tliat was admin¬

istered was the Stanford Revision of the Binet-Simon Teste.
This test has a high reliability coefficient and may be
considered as one of the best Individual tests obtainable.
Therefore the results from this test are without doubt the
best that could be obtained.
(3) Stanford l.c viol on of the Binet-aimon Tests:

The

Stanford Revision of the Binet-3imon Teste Mconsists of a
miscellaneous group of about ninety tests arranged in
groups of about six or more for most ages from age tliree to
age fourteen with the addition of tests for two higher levels,
called average and superior adult.

These tests are given

orally by the examiner and the child is scored right or
wrong.

Only so many tests are given as is necessary to

determine the intelligence level of the child,
scale

1g

not given to every individual.

The whole

Beginning with a

level well within the child's ability, the examiner proceeds
as far as possible up the scale to an age level where all
the tests are failed. "1J?

Intelligence quotients between 90

and 110 are considered to be normal and the ones higher tlian
110 are superior and the ones below 9° indicate dullness and
feeblemindedness.

The following classification of the in¬

telligence quotients will indicate the category of the
IP. pintner, R. EOuca.tlonal Psycholor^?

,•
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various 1.4. * s:
Range of I.Q. ' s

Classifications

l4o and over

Near Genius

120-139

Very Superior

110 to 119

Superior

90 to 109

Normal

go to <19

Dull

70 to 79

3order Line

50 to 69

Moron

25 to 50

Imbecile

0 to 25

Idiot

(4-) Chronological Ages of the Delinquent 3oya Tested:
To determine the intelligence quotients of the delinquent
boys, it was necessary to compile their chronological ages.
The distribution of the chronologica.1 ages of the delinquent
boys used in this study shows that the boys* ages range from
eight years and three months to fifteen years and elevon
months.

Table I shows that there are sixteen boys in the

fifteen age group, sixteen boys in the fourteen age group,

two boys In the thirteen age group, six boys In the twelve
age group, two boys In the eleven age group, one In the
nine age group, and two In the eight age group.

The mean

of the distribution of the chronological ages of these boys
Is fourteen.

-
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Table £
YHS DISTRIBUTION OF TiiiS CHRONOLOGICAL AGES OF THE DE¬
LINQUENT 30X3 U3SD IH THIS STUDY

Distribution

Kean

15

16

1*

16

13

2

12

6

11

2

10

0

9

1

a

2

14

(5) Cental Agree of the Delinquent Boys Tested:

By

meant of the Stanford Revision of the Binet-simon Teste
the mental ages (M.A.fe) of the delinquent boys were ob¬
tained*

Mental ages are very significant In this study

because without them we would not be able to determine the
intelligence quotlente (X*CU9s) and the grades or levels
in which each Individual should be placed.

Having the men¬

tal ages and the chronological ages, we can, therefore, ob¬
tain the Intelligence quotient of each boy used in this
study*

-sa¬

lable IX
THS DISTRIBUTION OF THE MENTAL AGES OF THE DELINQUENT
BOYS USED IN THIS STUDY

Age Distribution

_

Mental Aae

17

1

16

0

15

3

14

3

13

5

12

6

11

4

10

10
«.

9

4- -

.*

,

»

*

e

6

S

4

7

2

6

1
*

j

. .

*

•

•

H-5

Mean

Table II on the distribution of mental ages of the fortyfive delinquent boys used in this study shows that one boy

is in the seventeen age group, three in the fifteen age
group, three in the fourteen age group, five in the thirteen age group,

six In the twelve age group, four in the

eleven age group,

ten In the ten age group, six In the nine

age group, four In the eight age group, two In the seven
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age group, and one in the six age group.

The mean of the

distribution of the mental ages of these boys is eleven
years and five months.
(6) Intelligence Quotients of the Group of Delinquent
Soys;.

After obtaining the chronological and mental ages

of the forty-five boys used in this study, the chronological
age of each boy was divided by his mental age so that the
intelligence quotient could be determined.

The results are

found in Table III.
Table III
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF THE DELINQpENT BOYS USED IN THIS STUDY

Intelligence Quotient

Frequency

129

1

110 - 119

2

100 - 109

5

99

5

120 -

90

-

70 - 79

10

6o - 69

6

50 - 59

2

o\

1

Mean

1

13

O

SO - S9

S3.4-

One boy possessed a very superior intelligence quotient
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of 123; two boys obtained a superior I. q. 0f over 110,
ten were in the normal level between the I. q. of 90 and
110; thirteen hoys possessed a dull average intelligence
quotient between go and 90; ten boys were classified in
the border line level, for they received an I. q. between
70 and gO; eight boys were in the moron level, for they
received an

.

between 5^ and 70 and one boy received

an I. Q. of 49 that just placed him in the level of an
imbecile.

The last two levels, namely, the moron and the

imbecile, are in the feebleminded classification.

The mean

of the distribution of the intelligence quotients is 83.4.
This indicates that the group of these boys as a whole is
classified in the dull average intelligence quotient level.
It is surprising to note that from this group of fortyfive delinquent boys, 29^ normal and superior intelligent
delinquent boys and also 29)* dull average intelligent de¬
linquent boys were found in the Hampden County Training
School.

In this group 22^ had a border line mentality

and 20)5 were feebleminded.

From these classifications, we

can readily see that approximately 5^

^oys com¬

mitted to the Hampden County Training School should be able
to adjust themselves to their environment and mentally are
capable of doing fairly good work and some excellent work
in their respective subjects at school.

Hhy should so

many boys of normal or dull average intelligence be comraltted to this Institution?

This Is the group In which X
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am (seriously Interested because this group possesses the
neoessary mental ability to lead a well rounded normal
life in our society.

In the other

of the group studied

it Is evident that due to mental handicap much less can be
done,

l'hls, however, should not stop us from doing some¬

thing for these poor unfortunates.

As I am primarily in¬

terested in the piSji of the boys from this group and the
underlying cause of their commitment to an institution, I
will endeavor to find some means through which a satisfac¬
tory solution can be realized.
The problem of having so many normal individuals in an
Institution is not only a social but also an economic orob—
lem.

In the State of Massachusetts it costs approximately

#437 per year to maintain a delinquent pupil under seventeen
years of age in an institution, while it costs only approx¬
imately #87 per year to educate a pupil in the public
schools.^3

At the institution where this study was con¬

ducted the cost per pupil is approximately 31000 per year.
If a solution for the prevention of delinquency among the

mentally normal and also among the dull average Individuals
can be found, we will benefit both socially and economical¬
ly.
(7) Summary:

The characteristics of the delinquent

group discovered in tnis chapter are:
(a) Chronological Ages
13. Shea, John

University Extension Social 3ecurlty_Cpurse,
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1. Range is 2 -

-

3 to 15 -

11

2. Mean is 1^(b) Mental Ages
1. Range is 6 - g to 17 - 9

2. Kean is 11 - 5
(c) Intelligence Quotients
1. Range is 4-9 to 123

2. Kean is £>3*^
The mean of 63.4- of the intelligence quotients places

the group of delinquent boys in the dull normal classifiestion.

ACHIEVEMENT

CHAPTER V
ACHIEVEMENT
There nr© various tests that measure achievement or
knowledge In school work.

The tests that deal with sub¬

ject-matter may be divided into two large groups.

One is

the general or composite test and the other is the special
test.

The general or composite tests are compose!of various

school subjects and by means of the results of these tests
a general rating of the educational achievement of the per¬
sons tested can be obtained.

The special tests, on the

other hand, deal with separate subjects and measurements
are made only in the specific subjects tested.

The New

Stanford Achievement Test that was used in this study is
a general or composite test.

Beside the general educa¬

tional achievement, the test will show the grades obtained
on particular subjects, such as arithmetic, reading, etc..
(1) The lew Hanford Achievement Test:

The New Stan¬

ford Achievement Test was used in this study to determine
the grade level of each delinquent boy tested.

This is

an accepted standard test and age norms are well estab¬
lished so the results from this teat are reliable,
test is divided into several different sections,
various sections are:

paragraph meaning, word meaning,

dictation, language usage, literature, history anc civics,
geography, physiology and hygiene, arithmetic reasoning
and arithmetic computation.

The grades that were gathered
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from this test were In arithmetic, reading, language,
writing and geography.

This teat lias a high reliability

coefficient for the different grades so it is regarded
as a good measure of the educational achievement of each
delinquent boy.

The test was administered by a competent

and experieneed individual so that results gathered are
reliable.
(2) liesuits from the Achievement Test:

The following

two tables show the distribution of the forty-five delin¬
quent boys in the various subject-matter fields in which

Table IV
THE DISTRIBUTION OF ACHIEVEMENT IN SUBJECT-MATTER IN READ¬
ING, WRITING AND LANGUAGE

Reading

Writing

9

1

1

1

&

3

7

1

7

Ik

3

5

6

10

10

ll

5

5

g

11

k

3

g

5

3

k

2

7

2

k

5

k

1

l

1

0

6.0

5-7

5-3

Grade

Means

Language

—

they were tested.

jG

*•

Table IV shows the different grade

levels that the boys have obtained In reading, writing,
and language.

It is Interesting to note the different fre¬

quencies and the grade levels of these boye.

The highest

mean was obtained in the subject of reading.

The mean of

the group in this subject is b.n.

The lowest grade level

obtained was in arithmetic which liad a mean grade of ^.2»
The difference between the highest end the lowest mean in
the subject matter obtained from this test shows the grout)
as a whole is in the fifth grade level.
five subjects tested is 5.5.

The mean of the

The results from this teot

show that the group of boys are much lower in their grade
level than their mental ability warrants.

Judging from

the mean of the Intelligence quotients, this group should
have obtained at least two grades above the one it receiv¬
ed in this test.

Therefore, the grade level obtained in

this test is not commensurate with the mental ability of
the group.
The case histories of the boys show that practically
every boy who was committed to the Hampden County Training
School was a truant.

This being the case, one can readily

determine the probable reason from the results in achieve¬
ment why these boys were truants.

Seeing that the group

is at least two years below the grade level that they be¬
long in, it would be reasonable to assume that one of the
causes for truancy would be laok of knowledge In the sub-
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Table V
THE DISTRIBUTION OF ACHIEVEMENT IN SUBJECT-MATTER IN
GEOGRAPHY AND ARITHMETIC

Grade

Geography

9

1

1

g

1

1

7

5

1

6

g

14

5

14

g

4

6

10

3

6

2

3

5
4

1

1

1

5-3

5-2

Means

Arithmetic

ject-matter of their respective classes.

Falling back In

their studies may be due to many different causes, but the
fact remains that this is an ample cause for truancy.

ve attribute this cause to many various reasons.

Again,

We must

not, however, forget that the school is mainly responsible
because the teacher should take It upon herself to notice
and to understand such a problem and try to remedy rather
than to Ignore it as is usually done.

If this problem could

be remedied, we would have fewer truants.

If we take the

5# of the boys who were classified In the normal and the
dull average groups, ve will find that the mean of their
intelligence quotients is £7.7

Why should so many boys

from this group continue to be truants until they are com¬
mitted to an institution?

There must be something wrong

with the school which they attend or with the teacher who
is assigned to that school or probably with the subjects
which are taught.

Whichever may be the case, there still

remains something very unpleasant about the school to keep
these lads away from it.

The main problem for the school

in this case is to make things pleasant for these children
and try to help them instead of Ignoring or punishing them.
(3) Grades Repeated:

From the study of the school

histories of these forty-five delinquent boys, it was sur¬
prising to find the great number of grades that were re¬
peated by these boys.

Out of the forty-five boys used in

this study, thi±ty-two of them repeated one or more grades
in school.

The total of the grades repeated by this group

is forty-nine.
five times.

There were three boys who repeated grades

One boy with an Intelligence quotient of 77

repeated the first,

grades.

second, third, fourth, and seventh

This boy came from a wretched home.

parents have court records for drunkenness.
very little Interest In the hoy.

They also show

Another hoy repeated first

second, third, fourth and fifth grades.
quotient le TOC

Both of 1 Vs

His Intelligence

He comes from a good home.

His parents are

-
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foreign born and ovm their own hone.

Kls low I. q. is

probably due to a serious language handicap because his
reasoning ability Is f ood.

The third boy repeated third,

fourth, fifth and sixth grades three times.
note, this boy's I. Q. Is 106.
broken home.

Surprising to

This lad comes from a

He never liked school, so he became a truant

and a problem when In school.

The boy possesses a pleasing

personality and good Intellectual ability.
were all truants and pilferers.

Hie associates

His dislike for school was

the main cause for Ills behavior.
The grades and the number of times that they repeated
are as follows:

the first grade was repeated nine times

by the boys In this group, the second grade was repeated

seven times; the third grade was repeated five times, the
fourth gra.de was repeated nine times, tlxe fifth grade was
repeated seven times, the sixth grade v:as repeated seven
times, the seventh grade was repeated three times, the
eighth grade was repeated once, and the ninth grade was re¬
peated once.

Tills gives us the total of forty-nine grades

repeated by the thirty-two boys or 71$ ot the forty-five
delinquent boys used In this study.

(4) Schools Attended:

In the study of this problem

of delinquent toys, It Is quite Important not to overlook

the various sahools that wore attended by these boys be¬
fore they were committed to the Institution,

-any tines

a cause for truancy may be detected by a transfer from one

scliool to another.

When this la done, the boy becomes

separated from his friends and It is often difficult for
him to raahe new friends rapidly in new surroundings.

This

transfer at times causes a dislike for that particular
school and everything about It.

This in turn causes the

boy to get away from it until he builds up the habits of a
regular truant.

Naturally, when he Is caught repeatedly,

he is brought before the district court and committed to
an Institution.

If we were not to consider the environ¬

ments and the Intellectual abilities of these boys, vie
could safely say that 4^ of this group became truants
because of these transfers.

I say this because, from the

study of these boys and the number of schools they have
attended, we have two per cent that attended six dlfferont
schools, seven per cent attended five different schools,
seven per cent attended four different schools, nine i>er
cent attended three different schools, twenty-four per
cent attended two different schools, and fifty-one per
cent attended only one school.

Trom these figures we see

that forty-nine per cent of the group have attended two or
more schools.

(5) Summary:

The results of the chapter on Achievement

arc as follows:
(a) The group is in the fifth grade level.
(b) 3eventy-one per cent of the boys repeated one
or more grades.

ENVIRONMENT

CHAPTER VI
ENVIRONMENT
In the preceding chapters on the description of data
I have compiled the data on intelligence quotients, educa¬
tional achievement, grades repeated, and schools attended
by the forty-five delinquent boys used in this study.

To

get a more complete and thorough picture and the probable
causes of the behavior of these boys, we must study their
environments.

From the case histories compiled by compe¬

tent psychiatrists and social workers, very interesting
data on environment has been obtained.
By environment I mean the immediate surroundings of
the boys, which includes economic level, good or bad homes,
parental relationship, parental neglect or lack of control
of the boys, and the Influence of family life, whether it
be good or bad.

In the economic level we have five differ¬

ent classifications, namely:
comfort, and luxury.

destitution, poverty, normal,

By parental relationship I mean

whether the parents are separated, divorced, dead, or
missing.

This would fall in the category of broken homes.

By parental neglect or lack of control I mean whether the
boys are neglected by their parents and whether the disci¬
pline in the family life is good or bad.

By bad influence

in family life I mean the general behavior of the parents
in the home surroundings.

By this is meant whether the

parents are alcoholic, have court or prison records, or are

-
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mentally deficient.
(1) Economic Level:

It la generally agreed that

poverty and Ita concomitants play a minor part in the
probable causes of juvenile delinquency.

This faotor,

however9 cannot be Ignored because where there Is pov¬
erty and destitution the chances are greater for an In¬
dividual to become a delinquent.

The lack of funds and

material goods Is a good reason for an individual to do
something contrary to law and In this way become a delin¬
quent.

In this study, seven per cent of the boys oame

from destitute homes* fifty-three per cent of the boys
came from poverty stricken homes, thirty-eight per cent
came from normal economic level homes, two per cent came
from comfortable surroundings and none from the luxurious
surroundings.

It la Interesting to note that sixty per

cent of the boys came from destitute and poverty stricken
homes and forty per cent came from normal or well-to-do homes.
If one Is to accept the figure of sixty per cent of the boys
coming from economically poor

homes* one could assume that

tills condition la directly causative of a large percentage
of these boys becoming delinquent.

This assumption, how¬

ever, cannot be aaee to juvenile delinquency In general, be¬
cause out of a large number of delinquents only a soall
of the delinquent« are usually committed to Insti¬
tutions.

seeing that this study was conducted only with

the Juvenile delinquent hoys that have been oonaltted
to

an

Institution,

we

cannot say
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that the percentage would be as high as sixty if a general
study of a large group of delinquents were made.

Healy,

In his study of the economic levels of 675 delinquent oases
In and out of Institutions, found that five per cent were
In the destitute class, twenty-two per cent In the poverty
class, thirty-five percent In the normal class, thirtyfour per cent In the comfort class, and only four per cent
In the luxury class.^

However, Burt, In his study of a

young delinquent, after a careful comparison of a delin¬
quent with a comparable non-delinquent group of children
living in the same environment, lists fifteen various
conditions in the order of their Importance to the causal
factors of delinquency.

Among these fifteen conditions,

poverty and its concomitants Is listed fourteenth in im¬
portance.1^

It is safe to say, therefore, that this study

and other studies conducted on the problem show that poverty
and destitution are not very significant in determining the
direct cause of an individual becoming a delinquent.
5

(2) Good Homes:

It is very essential to have good

homes if we desire to do any constructive work in curbing
delinquency.

By good homes I mean homes with proper neces¬

sities in order to lead a normal family life, good parental
care and above all good parental control of the individuals.
Good homes without this good parental control or discipline

14. Healy, William
15. Burt, C. L.

Delinquents and Criminals* P*121*

The Young Delinquent, pp.^l-^2*
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are as bad as the ones that are neglected.

Out of the

forty-five cases on delinquency studied, only nine per
cent of the boys who were committed to this institution
came from good homes.

It is, therefore, very important

to improve the relatlonahlp of parents and children so
that better home life is attained.

This, however, can

only be attained among families where intellectual abil¬
ities are such as would not place them in the moron or
feebleminded classification.

If this can be realized,

the percentage and the number of oases in delinquency
will be greatly curtailed.
(3) Parental Relationship:

This topic can be

properly defined by two words, namely, "broken homes".
By broken homes, as stated before, is meant that the
parents are either divorced, separated, dead, or missing.
Of the cases studied I have found that forty-nine per cent
of the group w^refrom broken homes.

After studying each

case carefully, the main cause of this group becoming de¬
linquent could be placed on the broken home.

As soon as

this condition came about in the family, certain parental
control of the individual concerned began to be lacking.
This in turn went on until all parental control failed
and then the individual was brought before the district
court and committed to an institution.

In other cases,

when the parents were divorced or separated, the child was
placed with either the grandparents or with friends of the
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family,

while one or both of the parenta would negleot

and very seldom see the unfortunate child.

The child In

turn would realize what It meant to be without direct
parental control and would soon begin to act and do thing*
*
/.
for himself.
If the grandparents or friends of the family
could foresee this or really Interest themselves In the
child, probably delinquency could be averted.

This, how¬

ever, Is usually not the case because grandparents are
either too old to take proper care of the child, or too
lenient with him; while friends of the family are Indif¬
ferent toward him because they are primarily interested
in the compensation for the care of the child.

In both

cases the child is left to himself and does not lead the
proper home life that he would have under parental guid¬
ance and love.

As time goes on this boy shifts for him-

\

self until he becomes quite independent and, with outside
influences, usually bad, is led into mischief.

This goes

on until the boy becomes a disciplinary problem and later
a delinquent.
(4) Parental Neglect or Lack of Control?

From the

careful analysis of the case histories of these fortyfive delinquent boys, I found that defective discipline in
the home life is the most significant cause which leads
to Juvenile delinquency.

Of all the cases studied, there

la eighty-seven per cent of the group who fall in this
category.

Many of these cases were due to broken homes.

- iV7 -

many were
life.

parental neglect and bad Influence In family

Whatever may be the cause of defective discipline,

the fact remains that this defective discipline as found
In this study Is tne most Important factor causative of
Juvenile delinquency,

lo eliminate this cause, we must

first remedy the condition at home because the lack of con¬
trol really starts at home.

This, however, In so

many

oases Is not accomplised at home, so the school should take
over In the cases where the home has failed.

If the children

are neglected at home and also are not controlled properly,
every school Instructor should be alert and try to pay parti¬
cular attention to these children.

School Instructors or

teacherB oan be of great assistance In curtailing delin¬
quency if they would anly be a little more observant, un¬
derstanding,, and a little more helpful in trying to help
some of these Individuals.

In other words, especially In

disciplinary cases, there should be a close cooperation
between the school and the home.
(5) Bad Influence in Family Life:

A careful study

of the forty-five cases of delinquent boys shows that
sixty-seven per cent of them received bad influence from
their respective homes.

By bad influence in family life

I mean where the parents quarrel lri the presence of their
children, appear drunk, commit crimes where the police
forced to arrest them at their homes, etc..

are

This bac. in-

fluenoe usually leads to disrespect for one or both parents.

Through this the parents lose control of their children
and. finally tills leads the children Into delinquency#
Out of this group approximately sixteen per cent of the
cases had more than one delinquent In the family.

In one

family where there were seven children, we found three de¬
linquents and the father was serving tine In the State
Prison.

In another family with three delinquents out of

seven children, the father was committed to the Northamp¬
ton State Hospital.
individuals.

This hospital is for mentally ill

It was interesting

to note that from these

delinquents, the boy that was committed to the Hampden
County Training School had a very high I. Q. of 123.

One

family of five children had three delinquents; the boy who
was committed to this institution had an average I. Q. of
"95.

In one family of two children, both of them were de¬

linquents and the father had a court record.
family of ten children had two delinquents.
the home life was very bad.

One colored
In this family

The father was colored and the

mother was part colored and part Indian.

The father was

alcoholic, never worked, and finally deserted the family in
1938.

He had not been heard from since.

very poor reputation.
mate children.

94-.

The mother has a

Since 1939 she has had two Illegiti¬

The boy, however, has an average X.

The family Is supported by the Public Welfare.

Q,-

of

In

another case, therewas a family of four children from which
two boys were delinquent.

The father was arrested six

times for drunkenness and sentenced twice.

One of the most
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interesting and also pathetic cases was the family with
fourteen children.

In thin family we found four delin¬

quent children who were committed to institutions and the
father was sentenced to prison for inoent.

Previously

both parents had court records for drunkenness.
parents were forty-one years of age.

Both

At the time of the

investigation there were fourteen children living and
there had been three miscarriages.

The oldest child was

a boy, Oleo, 17, who was committed to the Shirley insti¬
tution for larceny; Lylola, 16, was doing housework;
Edna, 15, was committed three times to the House of the
Good 3hepherd for running away from home twice and for
Incest by the father; Eugene, l4, the case studied, was
subject to petit mal seizures from the age of eighteen
months to the age of five years and later was committed
to the Hampden County Training School; Heoen, 13, attends
grammar school; Armand, 12, was committed to Lyman 3chool;
Paul, 11, la subject to convulsions; George, 10, had con¬
vulsions at the age of eighteen months; Rita,

attends

grammar school — after this child was born, the mother
was blind in one eye for six months; two miscarriaf.es fol¬
lowed within five months; Theresa, 6, had convulsions at
the age of eighteen months; Robert, 5, at home; Henry, 4,
at home; 'Leon, 2, at home; a miscarriage after three months
of pregnancy; Doris, 1, at home.
the Public Welfare

The familywis aided by

and the W. P. A.

After the crime 00m-
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mitted by the father, he was sentenced to prison.

Further

investigation of the family allows that after one year of
the father's Incarceration an illegitimate child was born.
The Public Welfare Department of the city foroed the father
to support this child and finally broke up the home by
placing all the children in various institutions or foster
homes.

The boy who was studied in this family had an I.c*.

of 65, which placed him in the feebleminded classification.
There are various behaviors and incidents that made
heme life not very pleasant for the children used in this
study.

We have fourteen per cent of the families from

this group ’where fathers had prison records; twenty-five
per cent where the parents or members of the family had
court records and additional twenty per cent where parents
were arrested for drunkenness; eleven per cent of the
mothers from broken homes led a life that gave them a very
poor ruputatlon in tlie eyes of the neighbors and the law.
Such conditions and behavior, no doubt, led some of the
boys into disrespect for one or both parents.

Without this

respect for their parents and with the bad influences re¬
ceived in the home surroundings, naturally the boys would
be led into disrespectful acts until they would commit some
deed which would be contrary to law and in this way become
delinquent and finally a commitment to an institution would

follow.
I have found in this study that home influences are
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more significant in Quitting or spreading delinquency than
influences outside the home.

Burt, in his study of a

young delinquent, came to this same conclusion for he
writes,

.

.Of environmental conditions, those ob¬

taining outside the home are far less important than those
obtaining within it; and within it material conditions
such as poverty, are far less important than moral condi¬
tions, auoh as ill discipline, vice, and most of all, the
child*s relation with his parent.

Physical defects have

barely half the weight of psychological and environmental.
Psychological factors, whether due to heredity or to en¬
vironment, are supreme both in number and strength over
all the rest.

Intellectual conditions are more serious

than bodily, and emotional than Intellectual; while psycho¬
analytic complexes everywhere provide a ready mechanism for
the direction of overpowering instincts and of compressed
emotional energy into open acts of crime.
(6) Summary:

Of all the environmental conditions, I

have found through this study that defective discipline
is the most important factor in causing delinquency.

It

doe8 not matter how this defective discipline is brought
about.

The only thing that does matter is that is is pre¬

sent in approximately ninety per cent of the cases studied.
If the remaining approximately ten per cent of the cases
were more closely studied, I believe that somewhere in this
remaining group we would find some disciplinary problem in

16. Burt

The Young Delinquent,
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eaoh case.

The defective discipline may have been caused

by a broken home, parental neglect or lack of control,
bad Influence at home, etc..

Taking all of the various

probable causes for the defective discipline, one could
assume that practically every individual before becoming
a delinquent must pass through one or more of these stages
before he becomes a delinquent.

If somewhere this con be

checked, It is probable that delinquency can bo prevented
to a great extent.

It is, therefore, everyone's concern

that comes in contaot with any potential delinquent,
whether It be at home, school, or recreation center, to
make an honest attempt to prevent any child from beooraing
a delinquent.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
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CHAPTER VII
RESTATEKR&T OF FKOBLEH AHD DUSKARY OF C0NCLU3I0N3
Till* problem vae concerned with;
(1) A comparison of delinquent and non-delinquent

Children In such things as intelligence, achleveaent,
environment, etc*. In an attempt to discover differences
and probable causes of delinquency.
(2) ^uauary of Conclusions:

Tht findings of this

etudy are as follows:
(a) The Chronological Ages of the Delinquents:
1. Range is S-3 to 15-II

2. Kean is 14
(b) The Rental Ages of the Delinquents:
1. Range is

to 17*"9

2m Kean 1# 11-5
(c) The Intelligence Quotients of the Delinquent0:
1. ivange Is 49 to 123

2. Kean is €53*4
(d) The uean of E3.4 of the intelligenee quotients
places the group of delinquent boys in the dull normal

classification.
(e) The group Is In the fifth grade level In oost
school subjects.
(f) 71/» of the boys repeated one or sore grades.
(g) 49^ of the boys attended two or more schools.

(h) Poverty and its oonoomitants ore of oiaop
importance in the probable cauues of Juvenile delinquency.
(I) Infective discipline In home life la tiw uoot
significant, cause that leads to delinquency.
(J) Bad influence In family life la moro signi¬
ficant lit curbing or spreading delinquency tiian la influenoe
outside of the houe.
(3) blscusBioni

The intelligence quotient a of the de¬

linquent boys studied in this work placed them aa a < roup
in the dull averse mental level.

The difference between

this intelligence quotient and the normal Intelligence
quotient is not so great that it would have very much sig¬
nificance in tills study.

If we take the intelligence quo¬

tient of the group, -ditch ia Sj.k, and the chronological
age, which ia 1^, we will find that this group as a whole
is not much lower tilth a normal level.

Hie difference

between these two figures Is so small that we can definite¬
ly say that the intelligence quotient la not one of the
probable causes of delinquency.
In aehieveraent I have found the delinquent beys as a
group farther below the normal level than their mental
abilities warrant,

This may be due to various causes.

Certain dislikes for teachers, schools, subject, children,
etc., may be the causes of the low score in achievement.
All of these causes, however, my be traced to nome de¬
fective discipline at iiome

or

in

school.

the achievement, of the group la at leu« t«o

Although
**>low*
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its mental capability, it is difficult to conclude that
it is very significant in causing delinquency.

This low

score, in my opinion, is not as Important as the x'eal cause
of this result.

I believe that the low score was not due

to the Inability of doing or knowing the proper things, but
to some defective discipline where he would not do the work
or did not care to acquire the proper knowledge.

In such

testing, it is my opinion that it 13 not so important
whether the individual knows the answers or not, but it is
very important whether he is oapable of knowing them.

In

this case I believe the group was capable of knowing them,
but he did not know them.

Therefore I believe that the

achievement of the group is not very significant in the
consideration of the probable causes of Juvenile delin¬
quency.
The chapter on environment shows great significance
as far as the probable cause of juvenile delinquency is
concerned.

Various phases of home conditions and family

relationships were studied carefully in this work and some
interesting results were gathered.

From these results I

can safely say that Juvenile delinquency in practically
all oases starts with defective discipline which in prac¬
tically all cases starts at home.

If this problem can be

checked at home by the parents, teachers, social workers,
etc., we will be able to curtail delinquency to a great
extent.

Other probable causes of Juvenile delinquency

euch as heredity, nationality, religion, physical condi¬
tions and others may be advanced and studied, but various

studies show that these are of little or no Importanoe
In the problem.

Remedy the condition at home and the

problem of Juvenile delinquency will be partly solved.
In other words, prevent the probable cause and you will
prevent delinquency.

APPEiiDIX

DAUFLE OF m-J'CRTS STUDIED
Ernest D. Brown
8 Sheppard St.
Westfield, Mass.

Age:

I3-0

Examined:

8/2*5/39

delinquent because of
STUBBORNESS and TRUANCY.

11^ VA*0*1?6 n ^ al» Social and Conduct History:

Father, Ernest,

a machinist, is employed at the Gilbert and Barker factory.
Apparently there is some friction between the parents, and
much disagreement in disciplining the children.

The father

is obviously impatient with the boy, and recently used
banjo practice for punishment.
chant.

The mother, Anna Ruth Mer¬

There are three children.

Jean Ruth Hammond, a

Junior In high school, the mother’s daughter by a first
marriage, said to be very much favored by the mother;
Ernest; Robert, 12, 1926 in Westfield.

No information

concerning development history was obtained.
ovm their home.

The family

It seems that the entire family would like

to be on a farm, except the father, who prefers to live in
the city.

According to the father, the lad picks delin¬

quents as associates, and he has been light fingered for
years.

The boy stated that he likes baseball, basketball

and swimming, and likes to “tinker around with things".
He reads adventure and dog stories.

The lad himself stated

that he was careless with books, putting them down anywhere
around the house, and then being unable to find them.

Not

long ago he borrowed seventeen pictures of pigeons from
the library.

He claims that he returned them, but they

were not found, and the parents had to pay more than a
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dollar for the pictures.

He le out until 8:30 nights.

Ke has never received an allowance.

He has been a Boy

iicout for two years; but according to the father, he mani¬
fested very little Interest In this organization.

A year

and a half ago the father purchased a guitar for him, but
he got tired of playing this Instrument and wanted a dif¬
ferent guitar.

Tills was purchased for him, but he Boon

tired of it, and the father refused to allow him to give
up playing.

Flndly he was allowed to play the banjo, but

he Is now tired of taking lessons on that and would like
to stop practicing.

Unfortunately the father uses prac¬

tice on this Instrument as a form of punishment •
hedlcal History:
pox.

He has had mumps, measles and chicken

He was accidently struck by a baseball bat at the

age of four or five.
from this.

Now he has a scar over his eyebrow

His tonsils and adenoids were removed.

Idiyalcal Examination:

Ernest is small, slender, fairly

well nourished lad of thirteen.

He la left-handed, as

1

were his brother and sister, but the sister is right1

handed since she began to go to school.
badly decayed.
School History:
Westfield.

One tooth is

Tonsils are out.
He has always attended public school in

He has not been good in mathematics, and is

now in the eighth grade.
Examination in School Work:
satisfactorily.
level.

He reads seventh grade material

Spelling is on a questionable sixth grade

Arithmetic is fair on a sixth grade level.

It is
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usual for ohlldrsn to forest considerable knowledge of
school subjects which they have acquired the preceding
year; and for this reason the previous year's subject,
are always reviewed In the fall.
Sgyohometrlo Rating:

c.A. 13; M.A. 13-11; 1#Qb loy.

This Klves a rating of average Intelligence according to
the Stanford Revision of the Binet-Simon Teat.
EgZoMatrlo Examination:

He gives the reason for the

theft of money from his father and running away as a
punishment of the father.

He la quite hostile because

the father uses banjo practice as a means of punishment.
The lad does not face his problem well at all.

He admits

misdemeanors, but does not blame himself for getting Into
difficulties.

He Is quite capable of placing the respon¬

sibility on someone else*s shoulders.

He is obviously

quite resentful because the sister is an outstanding favor¬
ite.

She has an allowance, and he haen#t.

New clothing le

purchased for her mere frequently than for the two boys.
It seems that there is much tension in the home because of
the lad1s unsatisfactory school grades.

Tho father denies

that he calls him names, but his denial is not very convinc¬
ing.

Recently the boy and his pal, Chester Kruezik, start¬

ed for Chicago.

Ernest denies that he intended to run

away from home, but merely to stay away for punishment of
the father.

Ke expressed the opinion that the father would

not care, but that the mother would worry, and therefore
the father would be distressed.

-
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and Comment:

Erne* la a young l*a of thirteen

Wh° 1S 8Ea11 f0r hla

Intellectually he le endowed

With good average Intelligence.

mother

favorite.

An older eleter Is the

The parents disagree l„ the presence

of the children as to discipline.

The mother, of whom

the boy seems to be quite fond. Is unable to control the
lad.

The father admits that the boy has never been given

an allowance because he would spend all his allowance the
first day, and have nothing to carry him through the week
The Importance of managing an allowance was explained to
the father.

It was explained that If the child cannot

manage i?5' e week, he will not be able to manage 'I25.00
a week at twenty-three.
of Problem:

I would suggest Hampden County Train¬

ing School for this boy if he has been truantlng.
assets
Intellectually well endowed

LIABILITIES
Lack of respect for parental discipline, as parents liave
no respect for each other’s method.
Misdemeanors over a period of several years.
Signed:

M.D.
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